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19th October 2010 

Dear school colleagues 
 
Thank you for your on-going support as we mobilise and sustain multiple school-based 
vaccination programmes this term. Delivering both flu and COVID-19 vaccinations is an 
important but challenging focus heading into winter and we appreciate that the changes to 
the programme and schedule have had an impact. 
 
To keep disruption to a minimum for schools we are separating the flu and COVID-19 
schedules this term. This will support a stable and secure schedule for the flu programme 
and allows us to be more flexible with the COVID-19 programme. As you’ll appreciate, we 
are running a significantly expanded number of immunisations for young people this year 
and we need to manage staffing carefully to support this. 
 
The team will be contacting your school to reconfirm the date for your flu vaccination session 
and to share updated COVID-19 dates. While there is always a risk of short notice 
cancellation due to COVID-19 cases or unexpected staffing or other pressures, the new 
schedule will reduce the likelihood of short notice changes and the challenges that this 
brings in school. We continue to work to the nationally determined timeline for consent and 
will be in contact with you in the week before your visit to share consent forms with parents 
of your 12-15 year old year groups. 
 
As you may be aware from the national media, there is considerable discussion about 
potential supplementary offers and routes for healthy 12-15 year olds to access vaccination 
alongside our scheduled school visits. We will continue to share information and support 
access for your pupils should additional options become available.  
 
We have a number of resources for parents and schools on our website: 
https://www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/schoolageimms. We have also shared overleaf brief 
parent information that may be of use in communications with parents and carers. 
 
If you have any questions, please continue to contact the School Aged Immunisations team 
on 01425 891162 or complete the enquiry form on the website.  
 
Kind Regards 
 

 
 
Jill Warn  
Children and Young Persons Public Health Service Manager – Dorset HealthCare   



 

 
 
Information that may be of use in communications to parents and carers: school aged 
immunisation programme 

The school aged flu vaccination programme continues to be offered in the run-up to winter 
and the dates that the team will be visiting are being re-confirmed with your school. Having 
the vaccine will help protect children from what can be a nasty illness and reduce the 
chances of others in families, who could be at greater risk, getting flu. Consent information 
will be shared in the month before the school visit, using the online consent platform. 
 
The COVID-19 secondary schools vaccination programme is also being offered this term to 
provide protection to young people and reduce the disruption to face to face education. We 
will share paper consent forms via the school in the week before the school visit. There is a 
dedicated helpline to answer any questions about the programme and eligibility.  If other 
ways for your child to access the COVID-19 vaccination become available we will let you 
know about these. 
 
Further information and answers to frequently asked questions are available on the school 
aged immunisation service website: https://www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/schoolageimms.  
 
Catch-up opportunities for those unable to receive their vaccination in school will continue to 
be offered, with information shared throughout the programme.  
 


